II
THE DARK AGES IN ENGLAND
from the landing of st augustine (597) to the
battle of hastings (1066)
THE SEVENTH CENTURY: ENGLAND IS
RESTORED TO CHRISTENDOM
Nature of the Dark Ages. Very roughly, the old Grseco-
Roman Pagan civilization may be regarded as sunk from the
year 500 so far as all Europe is concerned. It was from the
beginning of our era till that date, for five centuries, in slow
process of conversion to Catholicism. Its high culture and
achievement in all the arts broke down from old age in the third
and fourth centuries. The Faith was growing within it all the
while, but came too late to save it fully. When the Catholic
Church had become the religion of the Empire—after 300—it
saved all that could be saved of our culture; but decline had
gone too far to be arrested, though the new and vigorous religion
proceeded to reanimate our world.
From 300 to 500 all the material side of human life in Europe
decayed, while the vision of spiritual tilings broadened. After
500 Europe enters into a phase which lasts five hundred years
and which has been called the Dark Ages. Civilization endured:
but it was no longer ordered by one central government, nor in
full touch throughout all its parts. Science declined, much of
history was forgotten. There arose in the East a heresy which
soon became a new religion, that of Mohammed. It invaded
Christendom in arms, and attempted to destroy it. It overran
all Syria, Asia Minor, Egypt, North Africa, and nearly all Spain.
It threatened to overwhelm us (630-730), and remained our
most powerful menace for centuries. It was staved off by the
united rule (over the West) of Charlemagne, who was called
Emperor again (800) and was thought able to restore the old
civilization. He could not do so, and after his death (814)
there began a sort of siege of Christendom—that is, of the
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